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Christian 
TV station 
enters mix 

A reader report* hi* tyke son was 
playing with buttons on the TV set 
recently and made a discovery. 

The lad punched the 6. Then he 
pressed the 8. His father was 
astounded to see a station come to 
life. 

He was further surprised to find 
the station was not from afar but 
was on Green Bay’s airwaves. 

Yes, there is a new station. 
Channel 68 has quietly been on the 
air for about a month. 

It’s Green Bay’s first low-pow er 
station. ■ • 

It Is a 24-hour satellite feed of 
evangelistic fare from the Trinity 
Broadcasting Network of Santa 
Ana, Calif. 

Vic Iibassi, local spokesman for 
the station, said Trinity has about 
140 outlets around the world. The\ 
are a mix of full, medium and low - 
power stations, he said. 

Programming includes a live 
daily show from 9 p.m.-midnight, 
Saturday morning children s 
shows, musical shows by 
contemporary Christian 
performers and, naturally, 
preaching by quite a few 
evangelists. 

The local station has no studio 
—just a satellite receiver and a 
transmitter. 

It beams signals by means of a 
“sidesaddle” arrangement on 
Channel 1 l’s tower on Scray’s Hill 
southeast of De Pere. The only 


Hundreds of these 
little stations are in 
operation, or on their 
way, throughout the 
country. 

A 

•Jim Steffey, Channel 1 l’s chief 
engineer, said the Trinity station 
operates at 1 kilow att. 

That's true low power. By 
comparison, the other local UHF 
stations let fly with signals of 
approximately 1 million watts. 

However, the Trinity station 
gets better than average distance 
for low power. The subcontract 
engineer who set it up received a 
signal 12 miles away, Steffey said. 

Normally, a low-power signal 
has a range of only five or six miles. 
Steffey said. 

Hundreds of these little stations 
are in operation, or on their way, 
throughout the country. At least 
one other frequency has been 
cleared for Green Bay. An attempt 
to contact the licensee on the south 
border of Texas was met with 
confusion on both ends of the 
telephone line. The person 
answering spoke only Spanish. 

One of the intentions of the 
Federal Communications 
Commission was to fill gaps in 
programming that full-power 
stations can’t, or don’t, touch on. 
An emphasis is minority —racial, 
philosophical or even territorial 
with “neighborhood” stations. 

Originally, local input was an 
FCC objective, but that was 
broadened with time to open the 
way for the Trinity type of satellite 
feeds. 

Trinity has been operating for 15 
years, Libassi said. Some of its 


connection w ith Channel 11 is that viewer-supported stations which 
Trinity is leasing space on the started out tiny have grown into 
tow er. full-power outlets, he said. 
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Tiny Trinity channel beams out 


B uried off in a comer of 
Green Bay teJevision is 
an itsy bitsy channel 
with many brethren around the 
country, 

Only a fraction of the 
viewers in the Green Bay TV 
market can receive it. 

Most of those who can are 
probably unaware of its 
existence, or are not interested 
in what it broadcasts. 

Yet little Channel 68 has an 
interesting story behind it. 
especially considering there are 
at least 142 operations like it in 
the United States and nine 
foreign countries. Also, it has 
bigger brothers. 

The religious channel is part 
of a network run by Trinity 
Broadcasting, headquartered in 
Santa Ana. Calif. According to 
In View, a TV technology 
magazine. Trinity is the largest 
group owner of broadcast TV 
outlets in the world. 

Along with its low-power 
channels like the one in Green 
Bay. Trinity owns 12 full-power 
stations (the maximum allowed 
by the Federal 

Communications Commission), 
two full-power stations 
constructed bv an affiliate 
(National Minority Television), 
access to 10 million viewers 
through cable and thousands 
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more via satellite. 

Channel 68 is a "station" 
only in the broadest sense of 
the word — it has a signal. 

But there is no studio in 
Green Bay, no local programs. 

Channel 68 merely repeats a 
signal beamed by satellite. 

Its antenna is located on 
Channel 11 ’s tower, high on 
Scray's Hill. Channel 11 has no 
ties to Trinity other than 
renting the tower and notifying 
Trinity when the signal goes off 
the air and repairs are needed. 

Channel 68’s reach is short 
and inconsistent. Within a five- 
mile radius of Scray's Hill, it's 
possible to receive a signal 
though that can vary. And 
some viewers beyond five miles 
have reported receiving a 
signal. 

The channel is on 24 hours a 
day. seven days a week. 

Such personalities as Dale 
Evans, Efrem Zimbalist Jr.. 
Gavin and Patti McLeod and 



Meadowlark Lemon have 
shows on it. Trinity’s flagship 
program is Praise the ls>rd 
Financially, the network is 
viewer-supported. It limits itself 
to two one-week telethons per 
year. Also. Trinity holds paid 
syndicated programmers to six 
minutes an hour for 
promotional content (book 
offers and the like) and does 
not allow them to run telethons 
within their programs 
In View reports that Trinity 
is operating in the black and its 
overseer. Paul Crouch, is 
looking to expand. 

The magazine is impressed hy 
the technical side of the 
operation, as reported in the 
article "Trinity Broadcasting's 
Sophisticated Fleet The 
Sky's No Limit." 

Trinity likes to broadcast on 
location from churches and 
civic auditoriums, and it has 
sophisticated satellite uplink 
trucks to do it. 

Trinity technicians are 
developing advances in these 
vehicles, though for Trinity’s 
specific use with on-the-spot 
coverage of Christian events. 

So. while Trinity has little 
impact locally, it is getting 
attention in the bigger picture. 

Gerds writes about TV for 
the Press-Gazette. 
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Green Bay, 
It’s Up To You! 



Christians of Green Bay — Do you want Christian TV? 

To date, Channel 68 has not received sufficient financial 
support to keep it on the air. Unless we hear from you 
within the next 60 days, Channel 68 will he moved to 
another city who is willing to support it. 


□YES! I w ant Christian TV on the air in Green Bay 

Please send information on how I may become a TBN Partner. 

Name___ 

Aditrrs*___ 

Ory-s*»r-»p_ 

Chp m*nl Mat! trvpntt tn THY P O Bux A S*nu Am CA 92711-2101 

If you are on cable , you can still gel Channel 68 for 
free thrtmgh the air with a simple UHF antenna 
available wherever telei'ision supplies are sold. 


Join Partners Worldwide for Praise-a-thon 

April 12 - 16,1993 

Watch t v 68 


T«mrr Bioadcaitikg Kitvoik 




















